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Committed professionals join
S.O.J.E.S.'s Board of Directors
The Society of Justice & Equality for the People of Sugar Land (S.O.J.E.S.) is pleased to
announce the addition of higher-education administrator Dr. Destry Dokes and historian
Serena Barbieri Willhite to its Board of Directors.
"We are extremely proud to welcome these outstanding, committed professions the S.O.J.E.S.
board," says SOJES president Robin Cole. "Both bring extensive and valuable experience to
this independent, non-profit, community based organization."
Dr. Destry Dokes is Executive Director of San Jacinto College's new Generation Park

campus. Prior to his work at San Jacinto College, Dr. Dokes served as the Interim President
Houston Community College Northeast, College Operations Officer for Houston Community
College Northwest, and Director of Operations and Department Administrator for the University
of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center.
He is the Public Affairs Committee Chair of Partnership Lake Houston, Lake Houston YMCA
Board Chair Elect of Lake Houston YMCA, and the Board Chair Elect of the Summer Creek
Rotary Club.
"I believe my work within various communities can be beneficial in advocating S.O.J.E.S.’s
mission and vision, which is to do the difficult work of confronting our history of racial injustice
as well as a commitment to historic preservation and promotion of the contributions by African
Americans in the creation and progression in Sugar Land and Fort Bend County, Texas,"
Dokes says.
________________________
Serena Barbieri Willhite is a Rice University Ph.D. candidate who has spent years studying
convict leasing. Her dissertation involves the impact of the railroads on convict leasing in the
south, and based on her research, she has found that the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice's records - which includes ledgers, registers and superintendent reports - shows that
the number of victims of convict leasing extends well beyond the Sugar Land 95.
Her research also indicates significant inconsistencies and major unanswered questions
regarding the burial area known as Bullhead Camp next to the James Reese Career and
Technical Center in Sugar Land.
Barbieri Willhite, a native of Italy, is a board member and membership committee member of
the East Texas Historical Association, a member of the Humanities Graduate Students
Association at Rice University, a member of the Texas State Historical Association and the
Louisiana State Historical Association.
"In the spring of 2020, I interned at the Texas Criminal Justice Coalition, and developed a
project intending to identify the bodies of African American convicts discovered in unmarked
graves in Sugar Land, TX," Barbieri Willhite says. "I created a database of Texas convicts
leased out to Sugar Land plantations: I collected data on the physical characteristics,
pathologies, and wounds reported in the prison records and the details of their duties and
history of punishment."
S.O.J.E.S. welcomes Dr. Dokes and Mrs. Barbieri Willhite to its Board!

Only FIVE SEATS remain for
S.O.J.E.S.'s Journey to Justice Tour

If you were thinking about seeing some of the most significant and awe-inspiring historical
places in the history of the civil rights movement, please hurry. Only five of 30 total seats
remain for the four-day trip: Journey to Justice Tour, which takes place Friday,
September 2 through Monday, September 5, 2022.
The tour will include stops in Birmingham, Montgomery and Selma. Roundtrip travel takes place
in an air-conditioned motor coach with DVDs, three nights' stay at the Embassy Suites Hotel.
The total cost is $695 for adults (double occupancy). Children (age 12 and below) are $295
with two adults. Your cost includes admission to the museums and a souvenir "Journey to
Justice" T-shirt for group photos. On the tour:
The 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama
The Birmingham Museum and Civil Rights Institute, Birmingham, Alabama
Dexter Street Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama
The Legacy Museum/Lynching Museum in Montgomery, Alabama
The Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama
PLEASE RSVP NO LATER THAN MAY 15. You also must make a $95 deposit, and pay
the balance by August 15, 2022.

If you are interested in attending, please click on the link
below to send us an email with your name, email and
preferred phone number.

RSVP HERE
See the COMPLETE SCHEDULE for the
Journey to Justice Tour

S.O.J.E.S. to hold LOSE THE
LOOPHOLE petition signing
event this Juneteenth

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was supposed to end slavery in America.
It didn't.
While the amendment "officially" abolished slavery 1865, it STILL contains a loophole that
allows people to be enslaved "as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted."
Being found guilty of such minor "offenses" as "not showing proper respect" or "joblessness"
could mean years of involuntary servitude. It's the reason we have the Sugar Land 95 .
Why? Legal scholar and author Michelle Alexander writes:
"After a brief period of progress during Reconstruction, African Americans found themselves,
once again, virtually defenseless. The criminal justice system was strategically employed to
force African Americans back into a system of extreme repression and control, a tactic that
would continue to prove successful for generations to come.
"States put prisoners to work through a practice called “convict-leasing,” whereby white
planters and industrialists “leased” prisoners to work for them. States and private businesses
made money doing this, but prisoners didn’t. This meant many Black prisoners found
themselves living and working on plantations against their will and for no pay decades after the
Civil War," Alexander writes.
And according to History.com: "Scholars, activists and prisoners have linked that exception
clause to the rise of a prison system that incarcerates Black people at more than five times the
rate of white people, and profits off of their unpaid or underpaid labor.
This loophole has not gone anywhere... even after 157 years.
That's why S.O.J.E.S. is joining forces with legislators and groups seeking to eliminate
this loophole. Lose the Loophole, a petition-signing and informational event, will be the
centerpiece of S.O.J.E.S.'s observation of Juneteenth (Sunday, June 19) in 2022.
"We want to be a partner in the effort to end this unfair and unjust loophole, which is affecting
lives of people even to this day," says Robin Cole, S.O.J.E.S. president. "The Sugar Land 95
were caught in this unfair exception clause. It's 2022. It's time for us to lose the loophole."

Oregon’s U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley and Congresswoman Nikema Williams (GA-05) have
introduced the Abolition Amendment, which would strike the ‘Slavery Clause’ of the 13th
Amendment that allows slavery to continue in the United States.
Plans for the Lose the Loophole event are underway. Please stay tuned for details.

Kudos to S.O.J.E.S.'s Debra McGaughey
and Robin Cole for recent achievements
Congratulations to
Debra Martine
McGaughey,
S.O.J.E.S.'s vice
president, for
successfully
completing her
term as President
of the National
Council for
Marketing & Public Relations (NCMPR), the
professional organization for two-year college
marketers and communicators, for the 2021-2022
year. McGaughey was the first African-American to
serve as President of NCMPR in nearly two
decades.
As part of her duties, McGaughey presided over
the organization's national conference in Denver
last March after a two-year pandemic hiatus, and
was recognized by her alma mater - Boston
University - for her service to the 1,500 member
group. She continues to serve on the NCMPR
board as Immediate Past President.

And more congratulations to S.O.J.E.S.'s President Robin Cole for being one of the featured
students in "A Legacy to Share," a new book highlighting the stories of 50 Black alumni of
Drexel University in Philadelphia.
Cole (seen below, center), graduated from Drexel with a degree in Chemical Engineering.

Join us on the Journey.Make a
tax-deductible contribution to
S.O.J.E.S. now
Journey for Justice newsletter. Share with your friends!
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