Individuals who helped discover
the Sugar Land 95
to be honored February 19
SUGAR LAND (Feb. 7) – Had it not been for Daniel
Diaz and Oscar Perez, the world may never have known
about the Sugar Land 95.
On February 19, 2018, Diaz was working as a backhoe
driver on the construction site of FBISD’s James Reese
Career and Technical Center in Sugar Land. During his
dig, he uncovered a strange object – a bone.
The first analysis concluded that the remains were not
human. But Oscar Perez (at right), FBISD’s Chief
Operations Officer, thought it best to have the bone
retested to be sure.
It turned out the bone was part of the remains of 95
victims of convict leasing in Sugar Land, which the world would come to know as “The
Sugar Land 95.”
On February 19, 2022, Perez and Diaz will be honored
for their roles in bringing the tragedy of the Sugar Land
95 to light. They will receive "Champions for Justice"
Awards at A Day of Remembrance: A Black
History Month Tribute to the Sugar Land 95, 11
a.m, Saturday, February 19, at Fluor Corporation in
Sugar Land.
The event marks the fourth anniversary to the day of
the discovery of the Sugar Land 95.

It is sponsored by the Society of Justice & Equality for
the People of Sugar Land (S.O.J.E.S.), a Sugar Land
non-profit organization comprised of residents of Fort
Bend County.
The event is free and open to all. Masks are required for
attendance.

WHO: The Society of Justice & Equality for the People of Sugar Land
(S.O.J.E.S.)
WHAT: Champions for Justice Awards, to be given at A Day of Remembrance:
A Black History Month Tribute to the Sugar Land 95
WHEN: 11 a.m., Saturday, February 19, 2022
WHERE: Fluor Corporation, 1 Fluor Daniel Drive, Sugar Land, TX 77478

Marilyn Moore (above right), wife of the Reginald Moore,
the late community activist and convict leasing historian,
also will be given the Champions for Justice Award. For
years, her husband warned FBISD administrators of the
possibility of remains being discovered at the James Reese
construction site. Mrs. Moore will accept the award on
behalf of her husband, who wanted to tell the full story of
convict leasing in Sugar Land and Fort Bend County, and
honor the victims with an educational museum.
“It is time to say, ‘thank you’ to those who helped the world
learn of the Sugar Land 95,” says Robin Cole, President of
S.O.J.E.S, who will present the Champions for Justice
Awards along with FBISD Superintendent Dr. Christie
Whitbeck. “We want to honor them so they know their efforts made a difference to the
world.”
The keynote speaker at S.O.J.E.S.’s A Day of Remembrance will beMatthew J. Mancini,
Ph. D., (above right), author of the book One Dies, Get Another: Convict Leasing in
the American South: 1866-1928. Dr. Mancini will focus on convict leasing as one of
the most exploitative labor systems in American history.
Noted archaeologist Reign Clark, Archaeological Project Manager and the first author of
the final report on the Sugar Land 95, Back to Bondage: Forced Labor in Post
Reconstruction Era Texas, also will speak live at the gathering via Zoom.
To register, please visit Eventbrite here.
To learn more about S.O.J.E.S, please visitsojesjustice.org
For more information or media inquiries: Debra McGaughey, S.O.J.E.S.,

sojesjustice@gmail.com | 832.439.2777
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