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This Juneteenth: Who is trying to
finally end slavery in America?
We know. Find out here.
On June 19, the nation
will pause to
commemorate and
celebrate Juneteenth. It
marks the day - June 19, 1865 when General Gordon Granger and
federal troops read General Orders
No. 3 in Galveston, Texas: “The
people of Texas are informed that,
in accordance with a proclamation
from the Executive of the United
States, all slaves are free.”
The news meant an estimated
300,000 African-American men and
women in Texas finally learned they were no longer enslaved. The order was read two and a
half years after the Emancipation Proclamation and two months after the end of the Civil War.
Texas made Juneteenth a state holiday in 1979. On June 19, 2021, President Biden signed a
bill establishing Juneteenth as a federal holiday.
But is Juneteenth a real cause for celebration? S.O.J.E.S. says yes and no. Yes because it
celebrates freedom for African Americans.

No, because the work is not done.
While the 13th Amendment calls for the total abolition of slavery and is the primary piece of
legislation that permanently ended the institution of slavery in the United States, it contains a
little-known loophole: The Punishment Clause.
Basically, it allows for those convicted of a crime to re-enslaved. And it is still going on!
Who is fighting to end this loophole and clause?

U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) - above left - and
Congresswoman Nikema Williams (D-Georgia - Dist. 5) above right - are the lead sponsors to a constitutional
amendment to close the Punishment Clause loophole. They
introduced the constitutional amendment June 18, 2021.
More than 100 members of Congress are joining them.
Is your legislator among the those fighting to truly end
slavery? Here are links to the list of cosponsors of the
House and Senate bills:

House co-sponsors of Lose the Loophole in
the 13th Amendment
Senate co-sponsors of Lose the Loophole in
the 13th Amendment

What steps can you take?
1). Tell as many people as possible about the punishment
loophole in the 13th Amendment and the need to eliminate it.
2). Write your legislators to tell him/her you want to Lose the
Loophole. Get the addresses and phone numbers of your local
legislators from the links above.

Need further information about the history of
Juneteenth? Check this out:

THE HISTORY OF JUNETEENTH AND
EMANCIPATION

A THIRD MUSEUM added
to the Journey to Justice Tour!
BOOK YOUR SEAT NOW!

S.O.J.E.S. is happy to announce that the National Voter's Rights
Museum in Selma has been added to our Labor Day excursion!
In addition, we will be patronizing two restaurants owned by African Americans in Birmingham
and Selma. These places are locally owned and operated and reasonably priced!
Please tell your family and friends that we still have 10 seats available on the bus. The
four-day tour takes place Friday, September 2 through Monday, September 5, 2022.
The tour will include stops in Birmingham, Montgomery and Selma. Roundtrip travel takes place
in an air-conditioned motor coach with DVDs, three nights' stay at the Embassy Suites Hotel.
Your cost includes admission to the museums and a souvenir "Journey to Justice" T-shirt for
group photos. On the tour:
The 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama
The Birmingham Museum and Civil Rights Institute, Birmingham, Alabama
Dexter Street Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama
The Legacy Museum/Lynching Museum in Montgomery, Alabama
The National Voter's Rights Museum in Selma and dining
The Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama
The total cost is $695 for adults (double occupancy). $595 for a triple or quad.
Children (age 12 and below) are $295 with two adults. These are terrific rates. Reserve
your seat(s) now.
The Journey for Justice tour is very historical and will be the subject of a documentary on
Justice for the Sugar Land 95 in 2023. Don't miss it! -- Robin Cole, President, S.O.J.E.S.

RSVP YOUR SEAT(S) HERE
FOR THE JOURNEY FOR
JUSTICE TOUR

Join us on the Journey. Make a
tax-deductible contribution to
S.O.J.E.S. now
Journey for Justice newsletter. Share with your friends!
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